
WILCOT, HUISH and OARE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Local Government Act 1972 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Wilcot Village Hall on  

Tuesday 11th November 2025 at 7.00 pm  

Present: Parish Councillors Jamie Ede (Chair), Neil Ridgway, Richard Fleet, Nicky Fleet, and Richard Lewis. 
Unitary Councillor Paul Oatway  
Clerk Ruth Kinderman 
Residents Andy Martin, Annemarie Waters, and one other. 

 

 

25/71 To receive apologies for absence 
None. 
 

 

25/72 To receive declarations of interest  
Item 79.3 – Cllrs RF and NF. 
 

 

25/73 To agree the minutes of the parish council meeting held on 15th September 2025  
Cllr RF proposed these be accepted as an accurate record, seconded by Cllr RL and 
signed accordingly by Cllr NR, who chaired that meeting. 

 

25/74 Public question time 
Residents confirmed that they were at the meeting to make representations about item 
79.3, as recorded below. 
 

 

25/75 To receive update from Wiltshire Council 
Cllr Oatway reported receipt of £3million from central government as the next round of 
Household Support Funding, which will be distributed by Wiltshire Council to vulnerable 
residents. 
Cllr Oatway reported that the updated Wiltshire Local Plan has been signed off by the 
Secretary of State and will shortly go live, replacing the old Core Strategy. Under the 
new Local Plan, large villages will be expected to incorporate an additional 80 to 100 
houses during the next five years. 
Wiltshire Council is hoping to install a series of wind turbines during the next four years; 
Cllr Oatway said that most locations will be in the west of the county, due to the east 
sitting largely within the North Wessex Downs National Landscape. The proposals will 
have to be voted on by full council; Cllr Oatway reported a recent sitting which ran for 
twelve hours, with many other proposals being strongly contested, and several voted 
down. 
The new Transport and Freight Plan is now live, with many road improvements taking 
place in the west of the county, such as those currently on the A350 at Chippenham; 
there are no plans to address ongoing issues with the A338, the A345 and the A342. 
Local benefit from the additional £22million Wiltshire Highways budget last year will 
include resurfacing the C38 between the Woodbridge Inn and Alton Barnes in January 
2026. 
Wiltshire Council remains committed to the increased expenditure on buses, some of 
which will be used to increase the frequency of Connect 2 bus services. 
Cllr Oatway reported that the previous Devolution plans for Wiltshire and neighbouring 
counties to form the Heart of Wessex Mayoral Authority are likely to resurface and 
come to fruition within the next two to three years. 

 

25/76 Finance  
76.1 To Receive the Budget and monitoring report 
Cllr NF had circulated the report to all councillors prior to the meeting; it was agreed as 
an accurate report, there were no questions, and the report is attached as an appendix 
to these minutes. 
 
76.2 To approve invoices due  
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Clerk noted that a new minute book will be required, with space remaining for two or 
three meetings only. 
76.3 To consider renewal of Open Spaces subscription 
It was agreed not to renew the subscription at present but to reconsider this decision 
should assistance or advice relating to the Greensward or the Wilcot Village Green be 
required in future. 
76.4 To note expected invoice for Sunnyhill Lane bus stop 
Further to item 25/50, it was noted that the project had been authorised before the 
new bus stop infrastructure fund had been set up and that LHFIG and the parish council 
would contribute £5000.00 and £6,284.26 respectively, as agreed initially, through the 
Substantive Highways Fund bidding process. The remaining costs of £30,027.74 will be 
met in full by Highways, which includes the unforeseen additional expense involved in 
addressing an unmapped BT cable adjacent to the northbound shelter. 
 
Cllr RF proposed that invoices for a new minute book and £6,284.26 to Highways for 
Sunnyhill Lane be approved for payment on receipt. Seconded by Cllr RL with all in 
favour. 
 
76.5 To receive grant application from PCAP 
Clerk advised that the grant application form had been sent to PCAP but had not yet 
been returned. 
 
76.6 To consider draft budget for 2026/2027  
Cllr NF had circulated the forecast expenditure for the remainder of 2025/2026 and 
proposed budget for 2026/2027 to all councillors prior to the meeting. It was agreed in 
principle to request a precept of £14,125.00 for 2026/27, the same as in 2025/26. It was 
noted that the tax base for this parish has decreased from 274.77 in 2025/26 to 268.46 
in 2026/27; retaining the precept at its present level will mean an increase of £1.20 on 
the annual council tax bill for a Band D household, which will show as an increase of 
2.33%. The precept will be confirmed at the meeting of the parish council to be held on 
13th January 2026. 
 

25/77 To adopt IT policy 
Further to item 25/67, a customised policy had been circulated to all councillors prior to 
the meeting. Cllr RF proposed that this be adopted; seconded by Cllr NF with all in 
favour. Clerk to upload to website. 
 

 

RK 

25/78 
 

Planning Applications and Enforcement 
To note progress of planning applications previously considered:  
78.1 PL/2024/09344 - Huish Down Farm, Oare - Demolition of existing buildings; 
erection of replacement dwelling etc; change of use of land from agricultural to 
residential. 
Wiltshire Council was due to publish a decision on 30th October. It was noted that the 
Ecology department has requested further information. The meeting was reminded that 
the parish council had objected to the proposal on the basis of former conditions laid 
down by Planning Officers, notably those relating to ongoing agricultural activity.  
The parish council remains concerned that any failure to uphold former conditions 
would nullify the planning process in principle.  
78.2 PL/2025/06734 - Land near the cricket ground, Wilcot - fell Ash trees & Lime tree. 
Approved by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting. 
78.3 PL/2025/06865 - 18, WILCOT – crown reduction of Yew tree and Whitebeam 
Approved by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting. 
78.4 PL/2025/06956 - Rainscombe Park – Listed Building Consent Repair and replace 
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windows; replacement cupola. 
Withdrawn by the applicant since the last meeting. It was noted that Ecology Officers 
had expressed concern about roosting bats and that the applicant would be required to 
obtain a special licence to proceed with any works. 
78.5 PL/2025/07901 - The Stables, Pound Lane, Oare – Reduce Indian Bean tree by 
2m/thin dead wood. 
Approved by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting. 
 
To review and provide feedback on new planning applications from Wiltshire Council 
(Town and Country Planning Act 1980, schedule 1, para 8) 
 
78.6 PL/2025/07893 - THE STABLES, POUND LANE, OARE, MARLBOROUGH, SN8 4JA 
Proposal - Planning application for the construction of a 11m x 14m kidney shaped 
wildlife pond within the residential garden at The Stables, Pound Lane, Oare. 
Comments by 14th November 
It was agreed to submit no objection. 
 
78.7 PL/2025/08419 - BRIDGE COTTAGE, 6, WILCOT, PEWSEY, SN9 5NN 
Proposal - T1 Apple - Fell. 
Comments by 18th November. 
It was noted that the tree is affected by honey fungus; it was agreed to submit no 
objection. 
 
78.8 PL/2025/08426 - Pound House, Pound Lane, Oare, Marlborough, SN8 4JA 
Proposal - Change of use of land to become landscaped garden and the construction of 
a Folly 
Comments by 1st December. 
It was agreed that there is sufficient existing garden space for the construction of a folly 
without any need to convert agricultural land. It was agreed to object on the principle 
that change of land use is not justified.   
 
Application PL/2025/08535 - Manor Farm, Wilcot, Pewsey, SN9 5NS - Proposed Wildlife 
Building – this had been received since publication of the agenda. It was agreed in 
principle to support the proposal; Clerk to circulate plans for councillors to confirm 
response by email. 
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RK/all 

25/79 Project updates 
79.1 A345 safety –speed survey (metro count) and Community Speedwatch data 
It was noted that the speed strips were in place last week on the A345 north of 
Highleaze House; the data should be received within a month. 
It was noted that police speed enforcement officers hold regular sessions in Oare; an 
email to the clerk from the Oare CSW team outlining results had been illegible. Clerk 
had requested a re-send yet to be received. 
It was noted that following the installation of new signage through Oare, Highways will 
upgrade road markings when the A345 is next resurfaced; Cllr Oatway fill find out when 
the resurface is due. 
Cllr NR reported frequent complaints from Oare residents about speed and safety; it 
was agreed to revisit the list of possible solutions suggested by Mark Stansby, Senior 
Highways Engineer, further to the site visit in June 2023 which generated the signage 
review. 
It was noted that 20mph limits are becoming more widespread nationally, including 
along Marlborough High Street, which is the A4, over-riding previous objections from 
Highways that 20mph limits cannot be installed on A roads. 
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RK/all 
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It was noted that Highways considers the hedge at the A345/Huish Lane junction to be a 
useful deterrent to speed, though cutting it back further would improve sight lines. Cllr 
Oatway will discuss with Highways Engineers the possibility of a priority system to 
prevent two-way traffic at the narrowest part of the A345 at the junction. 
Cllr NR reported that a resident has shared a recent report into problems faced by 
villages divided in half by A roads; Clerk to circulate to all councillors. 
79.2 Bus stop request for Wilcot 
The request had been submitted to LHFIG, from where it was transferred to the new 
bus stop infrastructure fund; Mark Stansby, Senior Highways Engineer, has confirmed 
receipt of the request but has no involvement with the procedures of the new fund. If 
no further information is forthcoming from the fund, Clerk will follow this up in due 
course. 
 
79.3 Alton Road, Wilcot – consider suggestion to formalise parking bay with raised 
surface 
Further to item 25/57.4, Clerk had reported that the Local Highways Technician had said 
that the drain grate cannot be lowered to the road level as the pipe and chamber 
beneath it are not low enough; the technician would prefer that the verge and hedge 
were reinstated in the layby so that the drain is level with the verge surface. 
Due to lack of alternative parking space, it was suggested that it would be better to 
submit a LHFIG request to raise the level of the layby to that of the drain. 
Residents noted that the layby had been authorised by Highways to facilitate parking of 
trailers for which there was no space in the allocated car park behind Canal Close. The 
sale of properties by Aster in due course has resulted in a parking space shortage which 
would be exacerbated by any Highways action to fill in the layby; vehicles parked on the 
road side would add to the dangers for pedestrians at the western end of Alton Road. 
Residents noted that the drain used to be at a lower level but was raised to its current 
height when re-set in concrete by Highways; in addition, Highways used to ensure that 
the area around the drain was patched up to ensure water would get in to the drain. 
With nowhere for water to go, the resulting puddle exacerbates the problem, with 
passing vehicles causing a wash which erodes the banks further, with the silt and debris 
going into the drain. 
It was agreed that the layby needs to be retained for parking; the drain needs to be 
lowered; the area around the drain should be consolidated to minimise debris going 
into the drain; that the verges should be hardened to avoid erosion and associated silt; 
that the drain should be jetted regularly.  
Cllr Oatway will arrange a site visit with Highways Engineers; Cllr JE to attend if possible.  
 
Further to item 25/68.5, residents reported several dangerous incidents along Alton 
Road, noting that vehicle speeds near the bridge would necessarily be lower than those 
at the western entrance to the village. It was agreed to request a new speed survey 
(metro count) in the correct location as originally requested. It was noted that the 
30mph limit had been installed several years ago, with no means of enforcement. It was 
agreed to write to the Police & Crime Commissioner, requesting some police speed 
checks in the light of residents’ attendance and reports at this meeting.   
It was agreed to submit a LHFIG request for a SID post in the layby to address vehicles 
entering the village from the west. 
 
79.4 Greensward update 
The front fence and gate are yet to be reinstated.  
 
79.5 Footpath audit 
Comments have been received from members of the public about an apparent 
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mismatch between the Definitive Footpath Map and the route of footpath HUIS5 on the 
ground, with complaints about the path being blocked by an electric fence. Cllr NR to 
investigate and rectify if necessary; Clerk to make enquiries about the correct route with 
Stephen Leonard, Senior Rights of Way Officer. 
 
79.6 Councillor vacancies 
It was agreed that further attempts should be made to encourage residents of Oare and 
Huish to serve on the parish council. Cllr NR reported two potential nominees, with 
whom he is discussing what the role involves. Clerk to reiterate the situation in the 
forthcoming newsletter (item 80.5) 
  
79.7 Post box at Sunnyhill Lane 
Cllr RF had attended a site meeting with residents, Danny Kruger MP and his assistant, 
and Michael Hogg of Royal Mail, who made it clear at the meeting that Royal Mail will 
not move the post box from the A345 layby. Residents made it clear that the offer to 
collect mail from their homes would be inconvenient. The site meeting agreed that a 
Special Collection arrangement could be made, with residents to supply and install a box 
in a position to be agreed with Hillview Park management, and a key to be given to the 
postal collection worker. The box may be painted red, if liked, but must not display the 
regal arms. Royal Mail will accept letters and small pre-paid labelled parcels from the 
box, although they will not accept any responsibility for the box or contents. It was 
noted that Royal Mail will be legally obliged to check daily the new post box in the A345 
layby, even though it is likely to be rarely used.  
Royal Mail will be confirming the arrangement with the Clerk in due course. 
Cllr RF reported that suitable boxes are available from £30-£150, depending on size; Cllr 
RF proposed that, once the arrangement is confirmed, the parish council purchase a box 
for the residents to install. All were in favour. 
 
79.8 Defibrillators 
Cllrs NR and RF confirmed that the defibrillators at West Stowell and Wilcot were 
emergency ready; Clerk to update The Circuit. 
Clerk has been checking the Sunnyhill defibrillator and former councillor Dawn Wilson 
continues to check the Huish and Oare machines. 

RK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25/80 Clerk’s Report 
80.1 Cocklebury Lane 
Wiltshire Council had received an objection to the Made Order designating Cocklebury 
Lane as footpath WILC32A. The objection related to the width at the western end, 
defined by the Order as 4 metres but which the objector considered should be 3.5 
metres. Wiltshire Council does not have the power to amend Made Orders and the 
objection will be reviewed by the Planning Inspectorate in due course. Wiltshire Council 
Eastern Area Planning Committee had reviewed the objection at its meeting last week; 
the parish council had sent their apologies for being unable to attend that meeting. Cllr 
Oatway, who chairs the Planning Committee, reported that the objector had not 
attended the Committee meeting but that the Rights of Way Officer had presented a 
detailed report to the Committee, after which the Committee had approved a 
recommendation to the Planning Inspectorate that the objection be upheld and that the 
Made Order is amended to define WILC32A as 3.5 metres wide at the western end. 
 
80.2 Parish Steward  
Clerk noted that the steward had declined to sweep leaves in Oare due to a new 
contract agreed between Wiltshire Council and Idverde for leaf sweeping. In response 
to questions, Cllr Oatway confirmed that the Idverde leaf sweeping contract does not 
preclude the parish steward from sweeping leaves when requested to do so. Clerk to 
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ensure steward is instructed accordingly at the next visit on 27th November. 
Other tasks for the steward include pot holes in Hare Street and Church Lane, and 
clearance of all gullies along the Oare – Stowell road. 
 
80.3 Police report 
The police will be holding their next community drop-in session at The Royal Oak, 
Wootton Rivers, on 27th November. The next police report is expected at the end of 
December and will be uploaded to the website on receipt. 
 
80.4 Forth-coming road closures 
Ladybird Lane will be closed from 17th November for patching as a prelude to a full 
resurface in a few weeks’ time. 
The C38 at Honey Street will be closed on Monday 24th November. 
The C8 Pewsey - Wilcot will be closed 9th – 15th December. 
The C8 Wilcot - Alton will be closed on 8th -12th December. 
The C38 from Woodbridge Inn to Newtown/East Kennet turning will be closed 14th-19th 
January for patching prior to resurfacing in the summer. 
 
80.5 Winter Newsletter 
Items for inclusion are road closures, councillor vacancies, funding support vouchers 
from PCAP, and Great Green Bedwyn information. 
 
80.6 Bulb planting 
It had been agreed by email to take up the offer of free spring bulbs from the North 
Wessex Downs National Landscape Trust. Cllr JE has overseen the planting of several 
hundred bulbs at the end of Church Lane, on the triangle and in the cemetery, and 
residents Jane Brown and Paul Darby have planted an equal amount by the new bus 
stop and footpath at Sunnyhill Lane, for which the parish council is grateful. 
 
80.7 Grit bins 
Clerk advised that there are five bins maintained by Wiltshire Highways, according to 
the map obtained from the Wiltshire Winter Weather team. It was noted that the map 
may be incorrect as there is not a grit bin at the Wilcot canal bridge; it was moved 
elsewhere in the parish but its location is uncertain. Clerk to make enquiries. Wiltshire 
Highways will top up bins when less than 50% full. Clerk to ask Oare residents to check 
the bins at Rudge Lane and Oare School; Cllr NR to check the bin by Pennings Farm, Cllr 
RL to check the bin in Huish. 
 
80.8 Draycott crossroads 
It was noted that the incorrect crossroads sign south of the junction has been replaced 
with a Give Way sign. Andy Cadwalladrer, Local Highways Engineer, has confirmed that 
a broken drain beneath the junction needs repairing and that white lining is on the task 
list. A lot of mud needs clearing either side of the junction.  

 
RK 
 
 
 
 
RK 
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25/81 Exchange of information 
Area Board – Monday 24th November   - Cllr RL to attend. 
Cllrs NR and RL had attended the PCAP/Great Green Bedwyn meeting held on 23rd 
October. Cllr NR noted that some attendees had been unaware of the electricity 
generation plant at Sharcott Pennings Dairy.   
It was noted that the old parish Emergency Plan had been circulated some time ago. 
Clerk to re-circulate, with a revised template from Wiltshire Council for consideration. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
RK/all 
 

Planning Committee meetings will be held as required. All meetings will start at 19.00hrs unless otherwise 
advertised. 
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Provisional dates and times of next meetings 2025/2026: 

Tuesday 13th January 2026 - precept Oare 

Tuesday 10th March 2026 Wilcot 

Tuesday 5th May 2026 – annual meetings Oare 

 
Meeting closed at 8.45 pm 
 
Signed:  ________________________                                                Date: ________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 



Transaction 
Date

Transaction 
Type Transaction Description

Debit 
Amount

Credit 
Amount

Balance 
@ bank Income

Hire of 
halls Grants (S137)

Community 
expenditure Newsletter Salary Accountancy Auditing Admin Subscriptions Transfers

3888.12
01/04/2025 PAY Bank service charge 4.25 3883.87 4.25
07/04/2025 FPO Wilts Council (payment) 370.00 3513.87 370.00
07/04/2025 FPO Wilcot Village Hall - Grant 1000.00 2513.87 1000.00
07/04/2025 FPO Wessex Print - newsletter 50.00 2463.87 50.00
07/04/2025 FPO P Emery - repair to sign 160.00 2303.87 160.00
07/04/2025 FPO Clerk's salary (Mar) 369.03 1934.84 369.03
07/04/2025 FPO HMRC (PAYE) 61.40 1873.44 61.40
23/04/2025 BGC Wilts Council (precept) 1st inst. 7062.50 8935.94 7062.50
24/04/2025 DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 16.50 8919.44 16.50
06/05/2025 PAY Bank service charge 4.25 8915.19 4.25
12/05/2025 FPO R Harriman (defib power) 50.00 8865.19 50.00
12/05/2025 FPO Clerk's salary (Apr) 235.11 8630.08 235.11
12/05/2025 FPO WALC subscription 244.30 8385.78 244.30
12/05/2025 FPO Manningford PC - contribution to SID 300.00 8085.78 300.00
27/05/2025 FPO Clerk's expenses - defib 346.80 7738.98 346.80
27/05/2025 DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 18.00 7720.98 18.00
03/06/2025 PAY Bank service charge 4.25 7716.73 4.25
09/06/2025 FPO Andy Sexton - 85.18 7631.55 85.18
09/06/2025 FPO Clerk's salary (May) 234.91 7396.64 234.91
24/06/2025 DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 18.00 7378.64 18.00
04/07/2025 PAY Bank service charge 4.25 7374.39 4.25
10/07/2025 FPO Community First (insurance) 443.78 6930.61 443.78
10/07/2025 FPO HMRC (PAYE) 41.80 6888.81 41.80
10/07/2025 FPO Clerk's salary (June) 234.91 6653.90 234.91
10/07/2025 FPO Clerk's expenses 73.36 6580.54 73.36
25/07/2025 DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 18.00 6562.54 18.00
25/07/2025 DD ICO (subscription) 47.00 6515.54 47.00
04/08/2025 FPO Clerk's salary (July) 234.91 6280.63 234.91
04/08/2025 FPO Wilts Council - signage Oare 1437.79 4842.84 1437.79
04/08/2025 PAY Bank service charge 4.25 4838.59 4.25
25/08/2025 DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 18.00 4820.59 18.00
27/08/2025 TFR From savings acct 2221.85 7042.44 2221.85
28/08/2025 FPO Bawden Contracting 4789.03 2253.41 4789.03
28/08/2025 FPO Clerk's salary (Aug) 234.91 2018.50 234.91
02/09/2025 PAY Bank service charge 4.25 2014.25 4.25
24/09/2025 DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 18.00 1996.25 18.00
25/09/2025 BGC Wilts Council (precept) 2nd inst. 7062.50 9058.75 7062.50
01/10/2025 TFR To savings acct 5988.29 3070.46 -5988.29
01/10/2025 FPO Clerk's salary (Sept) 318.71 2751.75 318.71
06/10/2025 PAY Bank service charge 4.25 2747.50 4.25
27/10/2025 DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 18.00 2729.50 18.00
03/11/2025 PAY Bank service charge 4.25 2725.25 4.25
05/11/2025 FPO Clerk's salary (Oct) 248.91 2476.34 248.91
05/11/2025 FPO Wilts Council - election exps 250.00 2226.34 250.00

Total 18008.63 16346.85 2226.34 14125.00 0.00 1000.00 7538.80 50.00 2214.60 124.50 0.00 801.14 291.30 -3766.44

Balance at 1 April 2025
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