WILCOT, HUISH and OARE PARISH COUNCIL
Local Government Act 1972
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Wilcot Village Hall
on Friday 29th April 2022 at 7.00 pm

Present:
Parish Councillors Dee Nix, Dawn Wilson, Richard Fleet, Nicky Fleet, Prue Smith and Richard Lewis
Unitary Councillor Paul Oatway
Clerk Ruth Kinderman
Members of the public - Peter Williams, Tom Maidment, Laura Harris
22/22

To receive apologies for absence
Cllr KR had been unwell and sent her apologies after the meeting.

22/23

To receive declarations of interest
Cllr RL – item 26.2

22/24

To agree the minutes of the meeting on 15th March
Cllr RF proposed that these be approved as an accurate record; seconded by Cllr DW, all
in favour and signed by Cllr DN accordingly.

22/25

Public question time
Cllr DN said that questions would be invited at the commencement of each item.

22/26

Planning Applications and Enforcement
To review and provide feedback on new planning applications from Wiltshire Council
(Town and Country Planning Act 1980, schedule 1, para 8)
26.1 Application PL/2022/02876
HOME FARM, OARE, MARLBOROUGH, SN8 4JA
Proposal: Ash tree in rear garden - Pollard to 5 - 6 m
Comments by 2nd May
Cllr RF proposed that no objection be submitted, seconded by Cllr PS, all in favour.
26.2 Application PL/2022/02874 and PL/2022/02990 (Listed Building)
12 Wilcot Green, Wilcot, SN9 5NN
Proposal: Demolition of existing lean-to to the north-east elevation, and erection
of replacement single storey extension. Erection of single storey extension and
replacement slate roof to south-east elevation. Installation of 3 no. conservation
style rooflights. Removal of existing first floor window to south-east elevation.
Removal of door and replacement with window to ground floor of south-west
elevation.
Comments by 19th May
Cllr RF proposed that no objection be submitted, seconded by Cllr PS, all in favour.
26.3 Application PL/2021/04772 (Listed Building)
Ladies Bridge, Kennet & Avon Canal, Wilcot, Wiltshire, SN9 5PD
Proposal: Install traffic bollards fixed at 2m width on the bridge to protect the
structure from inappropriate use by heavy vehicular access / agricultural plant and
machinery.
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Note – reconsideration of this application further to additional information submitted to
the Wiltshire Planning Department.
Comments originally due by 21st April – extension requested.
When invited to comment, resident Tom Maidment said that there was little to add to
what he had said during the first consultation for this application. He noted that the
additional information submitted by the applicant has not included a corrected map. He
was disappointed that neither he nor Laura Harris had been contacted as landowners,
despite a long-term working relationship with the applicant. The Maidment family has
been cooperating with canal authorities for more than 130 years. He pointed out that
the additional information is focused on risk of damage to the parapets due to vehicular
width, rather than damage from weight, which was the risk posited in the first
consultation; it was agreed that this aspect of the application suggested that the
applicant was in search of a problem to fit the solution.
Tom Maidment said that the bridge has not been used by agricultural vehicles for a long
time due to lack of access along Cocklebury Lane; he said that the blocking of this track
is currently subject to litigation. He apologised to the parish council for having to
address what appears to be an aspect of a wider dispute between neighbours over
rights of access.
Cllr PO had visited the site of Ladies Bridge. As Chairman of the Eastern Planning
Committee, he will call this application in to committee if the applicant will not engage
in discussion with him as to the motives for the application. Cllr PO said that the
application has implications for every bridge along the entire stretch of the Canal
through Wiltshire. A Teams meeting between Cllr PO and the applicant is being
arranged. Cllr PO will discuss with the Planning Department whether full planning
permission is required as well as listed building consent.
Cllr DN said that the existence of inviolable rights of access across the bridge, granted in
perpetuity, should not be dismissed as irrelevant even though the application is only for
listed building consent. Cllr DN noted that the application should have been
resubmitted as the grounds for making the application had changed from weight risk to
width risk.
Cllr NF noted that the British Horse Society guidance submitted by the applicant in
support of its proposals could be cited in opposition to the application; the guidance
advises that barriers of any sort on a bridleway should be justified by clear evidence,
rather than only perception, of a threat. Cllr NF noted that no evidence had been
submitted by the applicant. Cllr NF said that even if not legally obliged to do so, it would
have been courteous of the applicant to have consulted the landowners.
Cllr DW noted that the application was for square bollards in contrast to the British
Horse Society’s preference for round bollards where barriers were shown to be
necessary.
Cllr RF said that public and private rights should never be over-ridden except in
exceptional circumstances. The reason given by the applicant was that concerns have
been raised, without further information as to who raised them. As there is no
possibility of the bridge being used by vehicular traffic at present, there is no
justification for the application.
It was noted that an extension to the response deadline had been granted but a new
date had not been set; the Planning Officer had been on leave for the two weeks
previously advertised. Clerk had advised the Planning Officer that the parish council
response could be submitted by Tuesday 3rd May. In response to a question from the
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landowners, it was agreed that in view of the large number of comments uploaded to
the planning portal in support of the application, the landowners could endeavour to
encourage others to submit objections to counter any perception of public support
which may emanate from the portal.
Cllr DN summed up the discussion and Cllr NF proposed that the parish council object to
the application. Seconded by Cllr DW, all in favour.
ENF/2022/00368 – Oare House – unauthorised tree works in the conservation area.
Clerk advised that the enforcement notice had been issued this morning in response to
reports received alleging unnotified treeworks within the grounds of Oare House.

22/27

To consider grant application from Wilcot Cricket Club
The application form had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.
Peter Williams, Chairman of the Cricket Club. explained that the increase in costs of raw
materials, while the works to the pavilion were delayed due to circumstances beyond his
control, had added £4500 to the total expenses, even after scaling back some aspects of
the project.
In response to the question as to how many of the 95 children attending the Saturday
Youth Section are resident in the parish, Peter was not sure, though many children from
within the parish do attend.
Cllr PS proposed that the £1500 asked for be granted; seconded by Cllr NF, all in favour.

Provisional dates and times of next meetings 2021/2022

Tuesday 17th May 2022 – Annual Parish Meeting to be followed
by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council

Oare

Meeting closed at 8.00pm

Signed: ________________________

Date: ________________________

