Parish Newsletter December 2025

Wilcot, Huish and Oare Parish Council

Welcome to the first newsletter since | was honoured to take the parish council chair this summer. | aspire to

running this as effectively and efficiently as possible, but the wheels of local government are notorious for

turning slowly and there is little a parish council can do to speed things up! The parish council will continue to

focus on improving road safety through Oare; while we will do our best to represent the needs and views of the

whole parish, there is no substitute for local knowledge, and without a councillor from Oare, residents can hardly

expect that local issues there will be resolved to their entire satisfaction — please read the information below

and consider joining us!

Forthcoming road closures

The C38 at Honey Street will be closed on
Monday 24th November — Openreach works.
The C8 Pewsey - Wilcot will be closed 9th — 15th
December — surfacing works.

The C8 Wilcot - Alton will be closed on 8th -12th
December — surfacing works.

The A345 through Oare will have intermittent
traffic management through December for
Wessex Water works.

The (C38 from Woodbridge
Woodborough and Honey Street up to
Newtown/East Kennet turning will be closed
14th-19th patching prior to
resurfacing in the summer.

Inn, through

January for

Free parking for Blue Badge holders

Wiltshire Council has confirmed that parking for
all Blue Badge holders in council-operated car
parks will be free in any Blue Badge bay, and in
any undesignated bay, so long as the Blue Badge
is displayed at all times; undesignated bays are
standard car bays with no specific restrictions,
such as permit holders or EV charging only.

Assistance with eating and heating

The Pewsey Community Area Partnership
(PCAP) has support funds for any household
struggling with heating or eating this winter.
Please visit
https://www.pewseycap.org.uk/household-
support-fund for further information, or contact
the Clerk.

Councillor Jamie Ede

Your parish needs you!

Wilcot, Huish & Oare Parish Council has nine
seats, three of which are currently filled by
Wilcot residents, two of which are currently
filled by Stowell residents, and four of which are
vacant; business can go on with five councillors,
but business will go better with nine. As the
parish is not warded, in theory it does not matter
where in the parish the councillors reside but in
practice, it would be better to have each village
and hamlet represented on the council. Anybody
interested in serving, please do contact the Clerk
as soon as possible for further information or
with any questions; we will be very pleased to
hear from Oare and Huish residents in particular.
As advised previously, the role is essentially to
make decisions, and can be as simple or as
onerous as one chooses to make it!
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Salisbury Reds — Christmas bus timetables

Tuesday 23 | A normal Tuesday service will operate

December

Wednesday 24 | A normal Wednesday service will

December operate, except on Activ8 - journeys
at 2050 and 2120 from Andover and
2225 from Salisbury will not run.

Thursday 25 | No buses will run on Christmas Day

December

Friday 26 | Special timetables will operate on

December routes Red 1, Red 7, Activ8 & X4; A
Sunday service will operate on the X3;
no other services will run

Saturday 27 | A normal Saturday service will

December operate

Sunday 28 | A normal Sunday service will operate

December

Monday 29 | A normal Monday service will operate

December on all routes except Activ8 which will
run to a Saturday timetable; Wiltshire
Connect pre-bookable services will
operate but routes 100, 101, 110 and
120 will not operate.

Tuesday 30 | A normal Tuesday service will operate

December on all routes except Activ8 which will
run to a Saturday timetable; Wiltshire
Connect pre-bookable services will
operate but routes 100, 101, 110 and
120 will not operate.

Wednesday 31 | A normal Wednesday service will

December operate on all routes except Activ8
which will run to a Saturday
timetable, though journeys at 2050
and 2120 from Andover and 2225
from Salisbury will not run.
Wiltshire Connect pre-bookable
services will operate but routes 100,
101, 110, 120 and 211 will not
operate.

Thursday 01 Special timetables will operate on

January - routes Red 1, Red 7, Activ8 & X4; a
Sunday service will operate on
Stonehenge Tour & X3; no other
services will run.

Friday 02 A normal Friday service will operate

January on all routes except Activ8 which will
run to a Saturday timetable

Any additional information can be found at
https://www.salisburyreds.co.uk/news

New bus shelters

The Sunnyhill project is complete, with a new
footpath on the
southbound side, and a refurbished shelter on
the northbound
associated with an unexpected BT cable beneath

bus shelter and small

side. Unforeseen costs
the verge have been met by Wiltshire Highways,
with no additional burden placed on the parish.
The

improvements to the bus stop in Wilcot,

parish council is now pursuing

hopefully to incorporate a bus shelter.

New rules for postal voting

The Elections Act 2022 changed the maximum
amount of time that a postal vote can remain in
place. For those who applied for a postal vote
before 31 January 2024, their postal vote option
will expire on 31 January 2026. The Electoral
Services team will contact electors individually
but you can reapply at any time at
https://www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote If a new

postal vote application is not received by 31
January 2026, your postal vote will automatically
be cancelled and you will need to reapply.

Parish Council Meeting Dates 2025/2026

All meetings start at 7.00pm

Tuesday 13th January 2026, Oare — to finalise
the budget and set the precept for 2026/2027
Tuesday 10" March 2026, Wilcot

Tuesday 5" May 2026, Oare — Annual Meetings
— the Annual Parish Meeting is not only a good
opportunity to meet other parishioners and
councillors but is also the legally constituted
opportunity for electors to bring suggestions
and comments to the parish council in a public
forum. Parish councillors provide refreshments
in the break after the meeting, following which
the annual meeting of the parish council takes
place.
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