
WILCOT, HUISH and OARE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Local Government Act 1972 
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in the Wilcot Village Hall 

on Tuesday 15th March 2022 at 7.30 pm 
 
 

Present:  
Parish Councillors Dee Nix, Dawn Wilson, Richard Fleet, Nicky Fleet, Prue Smith, Kathryn Richardson, and 
Jamie Ede 
Clerk Ruth Kinderman 
Members of the public -   Neil Ridgway and Richard Lewis 

 

 

22/11 To receive apologies for absence 
Unitary Councillor Paul Oatway 
 

 

22/12 To receive declarations of interest 
Cllr JE – item 16.4 
 

 

22/13 To agree the minutes of the meeting on 11th January  
Cllr DW proposed that these be approved as an accurate record; seconded by Cllr NF, all 
in favour and signed by Cllr DN accordingly. 
 

 

22/14 Public question time 
Neil Ridgway will be meeting Stephen Leonard, Senior Rights of Way Officer, on Thursday 
morning and is willing to discuss with him any footpath issues the Parish Council wishes 
to raise (item 19.1) 
 

 

22/15 To consider co-option of Richard Lewis to the Parish Council  
All councillors had viewed and appreciated Richard Lewis’ statement of expression of 
interest in joining the council. Cllr JE proposed that he be co-opted, seconded by Cllr RF, 
all in favour. Cllr DN invited Cllr RL to the table. 
 

 

22/16  Planning Applications and Enforcement 
To review and provide feedback on new planning applications from Wiltshire Council 
(Town and Country Planning Act 1980, schedule 1, para 8) 
 
To note planning applications considered since 11th January: 
 
16.1 Application PL/2022/00360 
         1 Newcott & 2 New Cottages, East Stowell, SN8 4JS 
         Proposal: Demolition of existing semi-detached dwellings. Erection of 2 no.  
         replacement dwellings with associated access, parking, landscaping and private 
         amenity space. 
 
It had been agreed to submit no objection. 
 
16.2 Application PL/2021/05781 
        Stowell Farms, West Stowell, Pewsey, Marlborough, Wiltshire 
        Proposal: Formation of a digestate lagoon (approximately 9,700m3 capacity) and 
        pipeline to Sharcott Pennings Farm with associated landscaping 
Note – this application was opened to further consultation pursuant to archaeology and 
flood risk reports. 
It had been agreed to submit a comment to the effect that the parish council had no 
objection and had nothing further to add to its original comments submitted prior to 
the publication of the technical archaeology and flood reports. 
16.3 Application PL/2022/01046 
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         Down’s View, Oare, Marlborough, SN8 4JA 
         Proposal: Conifer – Fell; Silver Birch – Fell; Conifer – Fell; Hazel – Coppice 
 
No objection had been submitted. 
 
16.4 Application PL/2022/01179 
         Burial Ground for Holy Cross Church, Wilcot, SN9 5NS 
         Proposal: Oak tree - crown raise to 3.5m  
 
No objection had been submitted. 
 
To consider at this meeting: 
 
16.5 Application PL/2022/01670 
         Paradise Cottage Wilcot SN9 5NS 
         Proposal: Elm (T1) - dead. Fell to ground level Fruit tree (T2) - remove lowest 
         northerly limb over grass. 
Comments by 29th March 
 
It was agreed to submit no objection. It was noted that the dead elm had been in situ 
for twenty-five years, considerably longer than the average fourteen-year life. 
 
Application PL/2022/02080 – The Vicarage, Wilcot – reduce cherry tree and reduce 
hawthorn. 
 
This notification of tree works had just been received; it was agreed to submit no 
objection.      
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22/17 To receive Budget & Monitoring Report 
17.1 To note payments made since meeting of 11th January 
- Clerk’s salary January and February £391.30 
- Charlton Baker payroll fee January and February £25.00 
- Fishlock&Dyer – canopy for Oare defibrillator £48.00 
- light bulb for Oare defibrillator cabinet £19.20 
- Pete Emery – repair noticeboard - £15.00 
- Idverde new litter bin - £225.60 
- PCC grant for cemetery upkeep £400.00 
 
17.2 To approve invoices and expenditure due 
An invoice had been received from the Hut and Green Committee for £88.00 for hire of 
the Wilcot Village Hall for parish council meetings during 2021/2022. 
Clerk to submit hours to Oare Village Hall Committee and enquire as to the hourly rental 
rate during 2021/22. 
 
17.3 To note additional CIL money received 
£2137.44 Community Infrastructure Levy had been received in respect of planning 
application 20/02338/FUL, replacement garages at East Stowell. Together with the 
£3155.62 CIL previously received in respect of New House, the parish council now has 
£5293.06 to spend on local projects. 
Further to the suggestions made at the last meeting (item 22.06) Cllr DW suggested that 
some of the CIL money could be used to meet the CATG contribution requirements of a 
project to establish surfaced Passing Places along the road between Draycott and 
Pennings Farm. This was considered a worthwhile Highways’ project in its own right, 
whether or not the CIL money would be put towards it.  
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Clerk noted that CIL monies must be spent within five years. It was agreed to publicise it 
as planned in the next newsletter and make it the main agenda item for the Annual Parish 
Meeting in May. 
 

22/18 To appoint internal auditor  
It was agreed that Cllr NF will ask last year’s auditor whether he would be willing to audit 
the parish council’s accounts for 2021/2022. 
 

 

NF 

22/19 Project updates 
19.1 Footpath audit  
The missing footpath sign at HUIS3/WILC8 has been reported. 
It was noted that the footpath signs at the C52 end of WILC24 and WILC25 are barely 
visible as they are fixed to the top of posts, rather than the sides. 
Clerk had asked Stephen Leonard, Senior Rights of Way Officer, to look at the possibility 
of making an entrance/exit to the Greensward onto WILC5 to help pedestrians avoid 
using the main gate along the A345. Clerk to send a map to Neil Ridgway (item 22/14) 
Stephen Leonard has liaised with the new owners of The Stables to ensure the correct 
route of WILC3 is maintained.  
The towpath will be on the agenda for the next PCAP meeting; Little Bedwyn also has 
problems and Susie Brew of PCAP has enquired with the Canal and Rivers Trust as to what 
works are planned to improve the path in places where it is currently almost impassable.  
 
19.2 Defibrillator cabinets – roof 
The roof has been completed satisfactorily.  
 
19.3 Huish Lane reflectors/verge markers 
The verge markers have been found and the Parish Steward will deliver them to Cllr DN 
for safe keeping. It was agreed that more of them should be installed along the steep 
verge on the south side of Bristow’s Bridge and the remainder stored at Wilcot Village 
Hall for the time being. 
 
19.4 Defibrillator options 
It was noted that SWAST is not currently accepting new customers for defibrillator 
contracts. The defibrillators at Oare and Wilcot are more than eight years old and should 
be replaced within the next two years. Cllr DW will enquire what is on offer with the 
Community Heartbeat Trust. 
It was agreed that a training session should be arranged; Cllr DN will make enquires with 
the Community First Responders. 
It was agreed to include an item about the defibrillators in the next newsletter and to put 
a link on the website to an information video. 
 
19.5 Police provision in the Pewsey Vale 
Pewsey Parish Council has pursued the lack of police provision since PCSO Paul Whiteside 
left his role in the Vale to commence full constable training and PCSO Jon Mills has been 
on reduced hours. Whereas it had seemed unlikely that PCSO Whiteside would be 
replaced, the Superintendent of Wiltshire Police has now confirmed that two PCSO’s will 
be allocated to the Pewsey Vale. 
It was noted that Pewsey Police Station is to be sold to the Community Land Trust and 
converted to low-cost housing for local people, with one retail unit included. 
 
19.6 Community Speedwatch (CSW) 
Cllr DN reported that the Oare team had completed a shift yesterday, logging two 
hundred vehicles passing in one hour along the A345, the majority of which were 
exceeding the speed limit of 30mph. 
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Cllr NF said that the Wilcot team needs more volunteers. This will be advertised again in 
the next newsletter. Cllr DN confirmed that online training is available and that, as the 
new CSW coordinator for the Devizes Police Area, she will be able to complete roadside 
training for new operatives. 
The new Police and Crime Commissioner, Philip Wilkinson, has made speeding one of his 
top priorities and two further Enforcement Officers will be appointed to join PC Chris 
Garcia in supporting the approximate five hundred CSW sites throughout Wiltshire, some 
of which are likely to be deregistered; this will increase the number of speed cameras 
available to active sites. Oare and Wilcot currently share a speed camera with Pewsey. 
 
19.7 SID (Speed Indicator Device) 
Cllr DN and Clerk had recently attended a meeting with other parish representatives to 
agree the purchase of a new SID to replace the original machine. This has been delivered 
and is being tested by Colin Gale of Rushall PC before being included in the rota.  North 
Newnton is buying its own SID, leaving five parishes in the group to share two SIDs. The 
annual parish subscription for 2022/2023 remains unchanged at £300.  
  
19.8 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Oare Village Hall Committee has begun arrangements for a fete on Friday 3rd June; Cllr 
DN reported that two planning sessions have been well attended with residents 
volunteering to take actions. Cllr KR confirmed that a beacon will be lit on Thursday 2nd 
June to join the national beacon trail. 
Cllr JE reported that a Wilcot resident has offered to buy a commemorative tree. It was 
agreed that this could replace the chestnut on the Wilcot Green which died four years 
ago. Wilcot would also like to hold a bring-your-own-food Jubilee event, possibly on 
Sunday 5th June. 
 
19.9 Litter pick 
The Great British Spring Clean will be held between 25th March and 10th April, during 
which time Wiltshire Council will collect sacks of rubbish from litter picks. It was agreed 
that Wilcot would hold a group litter pick on Saturday 26th March.  
It was agreed that Wiltshire Council should be asked to litter-pick the more dangerous 
A345 through Oare and the Wilcot Road between Wilcot and Cross Hayes.  
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22/20 Clerk’s Report 
20.1 White Hart  
Clerk reported that Wiltshire Council had clarified an ‘open enforcement file’ as a site 
being under investigation by the Planning Authority. Planning Officers had last visited the 
site during July 2021. Clerk has commenced the listing application. 
 
20.2 Litter bin on Wilcot green 
Cllrs DN, NF, KR and the Clerk had moved the bin away from the benches and placed it 
under the tree between, where it should be hidden and cool once the trees are in leaf. 
Clerk has received no further correspondence on the matter. 
 
20.3 Correspondence 
Salisbury Reds – Clerk has liaised with Mr Harriman of Hill View House to arrange cutting 
back the hedge which butts into the A345, obliging bus drivers to straddle the centre 
white lines. This has now been reported to MyWilts. 
 
Mr Jones, Wootton Rivers – Clerk has asked Mr Jones to cut back the hedge overhanging 
the pavement by the White Hart. Cllr DN reported that this has been done. 
 
Pewsey Anglers – Clerk has liaised with the Secretary and the Wilcot Village Hall to reduce 
parking problems created when the Club is fishing the canal at Wilcot. The Anglers are 
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reluctant to pay for parking at the Village Hall but have shared their scheduled fishing 
dates so that the village is not unprepared for visitors. 
 
Landmark Chambers/Mr Rothschild – Clerk had been cc’d in correspondence between 
Landmark Chambers and Wiltshire Council, in which it appeared that the Parish Council 
is due to be contacted by the Wiltshire Rights of Way Department regarding the DMMO 
2021/25/Park Copse application, wherein the Parish Council had not served notice on all 
landowners and occupiers, despite stating that it had done so. Clerk has advised Mr 
Rothschild that Wiltshire Council has not communicated at all with the Parish Council 
about DMMO 2021/25/Park Copse since acknowledging receipt of the Parish Council’s 
withdrawal of support for the application; once the relevant communication is received 
from Wiltshire Council, this will be an agenda item. 
 
20.4 Streetscene update 
Clerk had attended a Highways and Streetscene information session and circulated notes 
to all councillors. Contrary to previous communications, Parish Councils will not have to 
fund their own litter bin emptying once Wiltshire Council’s contract with Idverde ends in 
November.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22/21 

 

Exchange of information 
21.1 Forthcoming road closures – the western and southern stretches of Cross Hayes 
junction will be resurfaced on 23rd March and a diversion will be in place. 
 
The Electoral Commission is reviewing Parliamentary Constituencies; the Devizes 
Constituency is likely to be redrawn. The consultation is open until 4th April and is 
available at https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/ 
 
Clerk reported that Cllr Oatway is discussing solutions to the C52 having become an 
unofficial Pewsey by-pass with Wiltshire Council officials. Manningford Parish Council has 
produced a list of options to be considered; it was agreed that reducing the speed limit 
along the C52 would be the cheapest, most viable option in that it would prevent Satnav 
systems showing the C52 as a shorter journey time than the A345, whilst keeping the 
route open for all residents. 
 
It was clarified that the recent damage to the canal bridge at Wilcot had been caused by 
a lorry, whose driver had been misled by the recent diversion off the A345. Clerk to ensure 
the Canal and Rivers Trust has been notified of the repairs needed. 
 
Cllr DW will attend the Area Board Rural Youth Project meeting on 24th March. 
 
It was noted that Neil Ridgway cannot yet be considered for co-option to the Parish 
Council as he has not yet been enrolled on the Electoral Register. 
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Provisional dates and times of next meetings 2021/2022 
 

Tuesday 17th May 2022 – Annual Parish Meeting to be followed 
by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council  

Oare 

 
 
Meeting closed at 9.20pm 
 
Signed:                                                                                                                              Date: 
________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 

https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/

