WILCOT, HUISH and OARE PARISH COUNCIL

Local Government Act 1972

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in the Wilcot Village Hall on Monday 15"

September 2025 at 7.00 pm

Present: Parish Councillors Neil Ridgway (Chair), Richard Fleet, Nicky Fleet, and Richard Lewis.
Clerk Ruth Kinderman

65.1 To Receive the Budget and monitoring report
Clir NF had circulated the report to all councillors prior to the meeting. There were no
questions and the report is attached as an appendix to these minutes.

65.2 To approve. invoices due

No invoices were presented to the meeting. Invoices are expected shortly from Wiltshire
Council for the May local election.costs and from Andy Martin once the fence is reinstated
at the Greensward.

Clir NF noted that Doug Bradshaw had completed his internal audit report, expressing
appreciation for the insight he gained into the workings of local government during the
process. In response to his comments about the high level of reserves, it was agreed to
ensure the minutes clarify what spending plans are in place.

Cllr NF had explained to Doug that the parish council had planned the 2025/2026 budget
in expectation of a large invoice of over £10,000.00 for the new bus shelter at Sunnyhill.
As Cllr Oatway had reported to the parish council meeting on 8" July, the entire project
will now be financed by Wiltshire Council’s bus stop improvement fund, leaving the parish
council with unspent reserves and CIL monies. The financial position will be reviewed at
the next meeting on 11" November when the 2026/2027 budget is to be discussed.

Clir NF had chased and received the parish council banking information for Clir JE. It was
agreed that all new signatories are now established and that Cllr NF should proceed with
removing former councillors Dee Nix and Dawn Wilson from the parish council bank
accounts

25/60 To receive apologies for absence
Cllr Jamie Ede.
Unitary Councillor Paul Oatway.

25/61 To receive declarations of interest
Cllr NR —item 68.5 Alton Road drainage

25/62 To agree the minutes of the parish council meeting held on 8" July 2025
Clir RF noted that the link to the minutes on the website had not appeared to be
working a few weeks ago. Clerk had realised the problem prior to the meeting and had
re-set the link; Clerk to check again that the link.is working.
The draft minutes had been circulated by email to all councillors prior to the meeting. RK
All agreed that these were an accurate récord; signed by Cllr NR accordingly.

25/63 Public question time
No residents were present and no representations had been received.

25/64 To receive update from Wiltshire Council
Clerk informed that Cllr Oatway had reported that Wiltshire Council has authorised Acorn
Builders to complete the drainage and ditch work.along Alton Road on behalf of Wiltshire
Highways. The work will take place under temporary:traffic management.

25/65 Finance
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25/66 To adopt revised Risk Assessment RK
Further to item 25/55, Clerk had circulated a revised draft risk assessment to all
councillors prior to the meeting. After discussion about the likelihood or otherwise of the
war memorial causing injury in the event persons may climb on it, it was agreed that this
should be added as a specific item to the assessment. Subject to this amendment, Clir RL
proposed that the draft risk assessment be approved; seconded by Clir NF with all in
favour.

25/67 To consider adoption of draft IT policy RK
Clerk had advised that the AGAR for 2025/2026 has been upgraded by SAPPP (Smaller
Authorities Proper Practices Panel, formerly JPAG) to include an Assertion 10 in Section
1, Governance Statement, to address Digital and Data Compliance, with the expectation
that parish councils should have an IT policy. Clerk had circulated a template policy to all
councillors prior to the meeting. It was agreed that Clerk should customise the template
to present a draft policy to councillors for adoption at the next meeting on 11t
November.

25/68 Planning Applications and Enforcement
To note progress of planning applications‘previously considered:
68.1 PL/2024/09344 - Huish Down Farm, Oare - Demolition of existing buildings; erection
of replacement dwelling etc; change of use of land from agricultural to residential.
Wiltshire Council is due to publish a decision on.30™" October.
68.2 PL/2025/04970 - THURGARTON, 2 THE OLD DAIRY, WILCOT - T1 Silver Birch — Fell;
T2 Copper Birch - 30% crown reduction; T3 Cherry - 30% crown reduction.
Approved by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting.
68.3 PL/2025/05910 -9, WILCOT - TG1 3x Lime trees— fell; T2 Lime tree - crown lift to
5m above ground level
Approved by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting.
68.4 PL/2025/06481 - THE'NEW -HOUSE, RUDGE LANE, OARE - Plane tree - reduce spread
of large limbs by 4m-5m and crown raise by 3m-4m
The parish council had no objection; Wiltshire Council is due to publish a decision today.
Post-meeting note — approved by Wiltshire Council.
68.5PL/2025/06734 - Land near the cricket ground, Wilcot - Two Ash trees & Lime tree
- Fell.
The parish-.council had no objection; Wiltshire Council is due to publish a decision on 24" | RK
November.
68.6 PL/2025/06865 - 18, WILCOT - Yew tree - reduce crown by 1m-1.5m with shaping;
Whitebeam tree - reduce crown by 1m with shaping.
The parish council had no objection; Wiltshire Council is due to publish a decision on 30t
November.
To review and provide feedback on new planning applications from Wiltshire Council
(Town and Country Planning Act 1980, schedule 1, para 8)
68.7 PL/2025/06956 - Rainscombe Park, Oare, SN8 4HZ — Listed Building Consent
Proposal - Repair and replacement of existing windows. Replacement cupola.
It was agreed that the parish council should submit no objection.

25/68 Project updates

Clerk apologised for inadvertently numbering both this and the preceding item as 68.
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68.1 SIDs
Clerk reported that the PIN has been obtained from the supplier to enable the Oare
Village Hall team to download the data from the new SID. Further analysis of the data is
awaited.

68.2 A345 safety — progress of speed survey (metro count)

Further to item 25/57.2, Mark Stansby, Senior Highways Engineer, had authorised speed
survey strips to be laid within the 50mph limit between Highleaze and Sunnyhill; the
request had been submitted to the survey team, who have advised that the survey is likely
to take place during October.

68.3 Bus stops at Sunnyhill Lane

Clir RF reported that the project to install a southbound shelter and refurbish the
northbound shelter, with footpath across the verge toSunnyhill Lane and accompanying
dropped kerbs, is complete.

Cllr RF had visited the site and spoken to residents, one of whom was waiting for the X5
to travel to the north end of Oare; it is hoped.that more residents will use the bus in both
directions as a result of the improved facilities. Cllr RF reported:that residents were
grateful for the project and surprised by the extent of the improvements made; Clir RF
reported that LHFIG had advised that all bus stop installations must be designed and
completed to the top specification in order to ensure all liabilities are covered.

Clerk advised that a resident.had reported a shattered pane in the new southbound
shelter; Clerk to report on MyWilts.

Clir RF reported that LHFIG had advised.that a BT cable running under the highway at the
western verge in this location had generated an additional unforeseen cost to the
refurbishment of the northbound bus shelter. Clir.RF noted that the presence of the cable
and ensuing associated costs will need to be taken into account in any future discussions
about installing footways or pavements on the western edge of the A345. It was noted
that bypassing the A345 is manageable for most pedestrians by using footpath WILC7,
the C264 Stowell Road, and Rudge Lane.

It was agreed that Sunnyhill has.benefited from a large sum of public money under this
project and.that Martinsell Cottages.are the properties most in need of future safety
improvements along this stretch of the A345.

It was noted that the hedge opposite the Huish Lane junction has overgrown the A345
again; Clerk to report on My Wilts.

It was noted that the white lines at the Huish Lane junction are in need of refreshing.
Clerk advised that all road markings along the A345 through Oare would be refreshed
(during resurfacing) as the second phase of implementing the signage review. Clir RF will
follow this up.at the next LHFIG meeting on 22" October.

68.4 Receive request to consider bus shelter at Alton Road, Wilcot

Clerk had received a request on behalf of a resident to reconsider the provision of a bus
shelter. As recorded under item 24/64.4 Mark Stansby, Senior Highways Engineer, had
conducted a site visit and had advised that a solution may be possible. It had been agreed
at that time to defer any discussion until the Sunnyhill Lane bus stop project was
completed. ClIr RL proposed that this be submitted as a new agenda item for the LHFIG
meeting to be held on 22" October. Seconded by ClIr NF with all in favour.

68.5 Alton Road, Wilcot — drainage, results of speed survey

Works are programmed, as recorded in these minutes under item 25/64. ClIr NR reported
that the Stowell Estate will arrange for Acorn to clear the ditch from the bus stop to Oak
Farm Cottages and clear out the drains beneath the road. It was noted that raw sewage
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had been reported as present in the ditch. Clerk to report to Environmental Health for
further investigation.

The results of the speed survey near Canal Close had been circulated to all councillors
prior to the meeting. It was noted that the survey had not been conducted in the location
requested at the western village boundary. It was agreed that, as the results would be
unlikely to differ greatly between the two locations, a request for a repeat survey in the
correct location would not be pursued at present. It was agreed that the data could have
been presented more clearly; Clerk to notify the survey team that an executive summary
of the findings would have been useful.

68.6 Greensward update

Cllr RF had visited the site and reported that the pond dredging and tree works had been
completed satisfactorily. Clerk advised that the contractor, Bawden, had offered to hold
a site visit with councillors it they wished to discuss the‘orks done. It was agreed that this
is unnecessary; Clerk to acknowledge the invitationaccordingly.

It was noted that some reserved funds should be clearly earmarked for future
maintenance of the Greensward.

Clerk to arrange for the reinstatement of the fence and gate now that access is no longer
needed for machinery.

68.7 Footpath audit
No complaints had been received. ClIr RF will address the overhanging rosehips along the
towpath.
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25/69

Clerk’s Report

69.1 Cocklebury Lane

The Definitive Map Modification Order. (DMMO) has been issued by the Wiltshire Rights
of Way team in respect of the application submitted in 2019 to add Cocklebury Lane to
the map as a public right of way. The lane has been added to the map as public footpath
WILC32A.

69.2 Parish Steward

Tasks for the visit on 25" September include sweeping the pavement in Oare; sweeping
out the bus stopsiin Oare; checking the ditch in Huish; filling pot holes on the C264
Hatfield-Stowell-Alton Road. Cllr NR reported that pot holes along Ladybird Lane appear
to have been marked for attention.

69.3 Post box at Sunnyhill Lane

Further to item 25/58.3, Clerk had instructed Danny Kruger, MP, to request a site visit
with Royal Mail management, pointing out that the Royal Mail target of ensuring 98% of
all residents live within half a mile of a post box is unhelpful if 98% of residents living
within half a mile of a given post box are unable to access it safely. Royal Mail
management has agreed to a site visit which will take place during October.

69.4 Police Report
The police report for the third quarter is expected shortly.

69.5 White lines and incorrect signage at Draycott

Residents had reported that an incorrect replacement crossroads sign had been newly
installed on the C268, at the approach to the junction with the C264, wrongly giving
priority to traffic on the C268. Several near misses had been reported, with all vehicles
approaching the junction assuming they have priority, and the situation being
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exacerbated by the total lack of white lines, which Clerk and former councillors have been
reporting to Highways since at least 2019.

Clerk had reported the signage error directly to Northern Highways and the Area
Engineers, who have advised that new ‘Give Way’ signs have been ordered for both minor
approaches to the junction. White lines are promised when the road painting team is next
in the area. It was noted that the incorrect sign is still in situ.

69.6 Forthcoming Road Closures
The C38 at Alton will be closed on 24" November for Openreach works; there will be no
access to Honey Street and Woodborough from Wilcot.

25/70

Exchange of information

Monday 22" September — Area Board — 7pm Woodborough —ClIr NR to attend.
Wednesday 22" October — LHFIG — 2pm online — ClIr RF to attend.

Thursday 23™ October — PCAP — 7pm Great Bedwyn'= Cllr RL to attend.

Wednesday 12" November - North Wessex Downs Landscape Trust Annual Forum
(NWDLT) — Hungerford — ClIr RL to review infermation prior to making a booking.

It was agreed to register for the free springbulbs on offer with NWDLT; planting locations
to be submitted are the Sunnyhill bus stop and the triangle at the end of Church Lane,
Wilcot.

It was agreed that Clerk should remind PCAP of the need to submit a grant.application
form for this parish council to.consider making a donation. Clerk to inspect previous PCAP
minutes for a record of how'many parishes contribute.

It was noted that Wiltshire Highways have fulfilled the request to fill the passing places
along the canal side road between Wilcot and Cannings Cottage with road planings.

It was noted that the alarm and new security lights at Oare School have been disturbing
residents; ‘@ complaint has been registered with the Excalibur Academy Trust by a
resident.
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Planning Committee meetings will be held as required. All meetings will start at 19.00hrs unless otherwise

advertised.

Provisional dates and times of next meetings 2025/2026:
Tuesday 11" November 2025 - budget Wilcot
Tuesday 13" January 2026 - precept Oare
Tuesday 10" March 2026 Wilcot
Tuesday 5™ May 2026 — annual meetings Oare

Meeting closed at 8.10 pm

Signed:

Date:




Transaction [Transaction Debit Credit Balance Hire of Community
Date Type Transaction Description Amount [Amount |@ bank Income halls Grants (S137) | expenditure | Newsletter Salary A y Auditing Admin Subscriptions Transfers
Balance at 1 April 2025 3888.12]
01/04/2025 | PAY Bank service charge 4.25 3883.87 4.25
07/04/2025|FPO Wilts Council (payment) 370.00 3513.87 370.00
07/04/2025|FPO Wilcot Village Hall - Grant 1000.00 2513.87 1000.00
07/04/2025|FPO Wessex Print - newsletter 50.00 2463.87 50.00
07/04/2025|FPO P Emery - repair to sign 160.00 2303.87 160.00
07/04/2025|FPO Clerk's salary (Mar) 369.03 1934.84 369.03
07/04/2025|FPO HMRC (PAYE) 61.40 1873.44 61.40
23/04/2025|BGC Wilts Council (precept) 7062.50| 8935.94| 7062.50
24/04/2025|DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 16.50 8919.44 16.50
06/05/2025|PAY Bank service charge 4.25 8915.19 4.25
12/05/2025 (FPO R Harriman (defib power) 50.00 8865.19 50.00
12/05/2025 [FPO Clerk's salary (Apr) 235.11 8630.08 235.11
12/05/2025 (FPO WALC subscription 244.30 8385.78 244.30
12/05/2025 [FPO Manningford PC - contribution to SID 300.00 8085.78 300.00
27/05/2025|FPO Clerk's expenses - defib 346.80 7738.98| 346.80
27/05/2025(DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 18.00 7720.98 18.00
03/06/2025|PAY Bank service charge 4.25 7716.73] 4.25
09/06/2025(FPO Andy Sexton - 85.18 7631.55 85.18
09/06/2025(FPO Clerk's salary (May) 234.91 7396.64 234.91
24/06/2025(DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 18.00 7378.64 18.00
04/07/2025|PAY Bank service charge 4.25 7374.39| 4.25
10/07/2025|FPO Community First (insurance) 443.78 6930.61 443.78
10/07/2025|FPO HMRC (PAYE) 41.80 6888.81 41.80
10/07/2025|FPO Clerk's salary (June) 234.91 6653.90 234.91
10/07/2025(FPO Clerk's expenses 73.36 6580.54 73.36
25/07/2025(DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 18.00 6562.54 18.00
25/07/2025|DD ICO (subscription) 47.00 6515.54 47.00
04/08/2025(FPO Clerk's salary (July) 234.91 6280.63 234.91
04/08/2025(FPO Wilts Council - signage Oare 1437.79 4842.84) 1437.79
04/08/2025(PAY Bank service charge 4.25 4838.59 4.25
25/08/2025|DD Charlton Baker (accountancy) 18.00 4820.59| 18.00
27/08/2025(TFR From savings acct 2221.85( 7042.44 2221.85
28/08/2025(FPO Bawden Contracting 4789.03 2253.41 4789.03
28/08/2025(FPO Clerk's salary (Aug) 234.91 2018.50 234.91
02/09/2025|PAY Bank service charge 4.25 2014.25 4.25
Total 11158.22| 9284.35( 7042.44| 7062.50 0.00 1000.00 7538.80 50.00 1646.98 88.50 0.00! 542.64 291.30 2221.85
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