
 

 

 

 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Happy Easter to everyone. The last part of this winter has been extremely harsh and I hope 

that everyone has managed to stay safe and warm.  

Annual Parish Meeting - 11th April 2018 7.30pm Wilcot Village Hall 

The next Annual Parish Meeting will be held on the 11th of April at Wilcot Village Hall 

starting at 7.30.  This meeting is YOUR meeting for you to discuss any issues that you feel 

are important in our community, to hear about the work of the parish Council and to offer 

ideas and feedback to your councillors on their work in the last year.  This is NOT a Parish 

Council meeting, so if you have any items for the Agenda please send them to the Clerk by 

the 6th of April, you are of course more than welcome to raise items on the night but we 

may not be able to answer them straightaway if you do. To tempt you along we will be 

offering light refreshments and also History Project updates during the evening.  Please 

come and support your community, meet fellow residents and find out about the work that 

goes on around the parish.    

Oare, Huish and Wilcot History Projects updates – will happen on the 11th of April 

at Wilcot Village Hall following immediately after the Annual Parish Meeting. This meeting 

will start with an update on the collaborative work being carried out by Dawn Wilson and 

John MacAuslan on the recording of oral history from Wilcot, Huish and Oare. We hope that 

everyone who has been collecting information will be able to give a brief review of where 

they have got to and of course, any interesting snippets they may have found. As ever, if you 

have any interesting material to add to the collection please contact Dee Nix for Oare at 

dee.nix@wilcotandhuish-pc.gov.uk, Dawn Wilson for Huish dawn.wilson@wilcotandhuish-

pc.gv.uk and John MacAuslan for Wilcot (see below). 

Wilcot Village Hall is back in use  - welcome news from John MacAuslan 

We’re delighted: our historic village hall is restored and ready for hire.  

Built in 1840 as the village school, it was always distinctive, intimate and friendly. Now it’s 
even better. The ugly 1980s suspended ceiling, the garish heaters, and the neon strip lights 
are all gone. The previous vault is back, above a lovely interior, well-lit and warm.  
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The hall has all you might need: its own car park, kitchen, toilets, and a fenced grassy area 
for infants and pre-school children. And right on hand is a large village green, perfect for 
sports and fetes, with a children’s play area at one end. So it’s a great venue for meetings, 
clubs, play groups, and activities like exercise and craft classes. Or local events, fetes, quiz 
nights, wine-tasting ... you name it. And of course parties and celebrations of all kinds. Come 

and try it!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hall is a focus for gathering villagers’ memories of the old days, and historic maps and 
photographs, census records and books. There’ll be displays, events, and a website. We can 
all learn about the village’s distinctive heritage, and how our own homes fit in – in short, 
connect to local roots.  

All this is only possible because of support from many generous local donors and volunteers, 
along with a grant of nearly £45,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund. Thank you to everyone 
who’s helped, not least the Parish Council for unstinting encouragement.  

Please contact John MacAuslan on 01672 562127 j.macauslan@btinternet.com

 
Wilcot War Memorial 

 
The War Memorial has been given Grade II listed status by Historic England. This status recognises 

the memorial’s importance to the local community as well as its importance as a monument of 

architectural merit.  We welcome the listing but now have to consult the Conservation Officer at 

Wiltshire Council before we can proceed with any repairs. I am afraid that this seems destined to 

add yet more delay to our plans for a sympathetic but long lasting restoration.  Councillor Pru Smith 

has been staunchly pursuing the relevant authorities and hopefully we will be able to finish this 

project during 2018! 

 
 
For more information on any of the above please contact the Clerk:  
clerk@wilcotandhuish-pc.gov.uk   
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