
 

 

 

 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Although it is a little early, I would like to wish everyone a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas 

and a very Happy New Year. 

Oare bus stop roof repairs 

The wooden roof of the bus stop in Oare had become rotten and was letting in the rain, the 

Clerk has managed to have the roof completely replaced by a local craftsman and these 

repairs should mean that those using the bus stop stay dry in the future. 

Dragons teeth/verge markers 

Quite a number of verge markers and dragons teeth have been damaged or gone missing in 

the last few years.  The Parish Council has just purchased a number of replacements and 

Wiltshire council Parish Steward will be installing these for us over the next few weeks, at 

both Bristow’s Bridge and Wilcot Bridge.  If you are aware of any missing markers, 

particularly in dangerous areas of our roads please let the Clerk know 

Report on Oare and Huish Village History Meeting 21st of October 

The meeting went well with a number of attendees who came to share their memories and 

photographs.  Richard Giles’s presentation was very well received, both witty and poignant; 

a reminder of just how hard life could be if you feel on hard times. We already have a couple 

of volunteers to help collect the information, collate it and produce printed and on-line 

articles and booklets.  However, we would like to encourage everyone to come along to our 

next meeting in January, not just to provide further information but to help decide exactly 

what information should be collected and how it should be used.  Whether you were born in 

the area or have just moved here, our little patch has a fascinating history and we hope to 

be able to make sure it is never lost.  Our next meeting will be on the 11th of January, at 

Oare Village Hall starting at 8m.  It will follow on from our budget setting meeting at 7.30 so 

if you want to see your Parish Councillors in action, discussing how best to use local taxes 

come along and meet us. 

Contact details for further information, or should you wish to volunteer:  Dee Nix for Oare at 

dee.nix@wilcotandhuish-pc.gov.uk and Dawn Wilson for Huish 

dawn.wilson@wilcotandhuish-pc.gv.uk. 
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Planning 

Please remember to get planning permission for works for any form of building work within 

the Parish.  This includes installing driveways, greenhouses and sheds, as well as removal of 

hedges and fence installation. We all live either in one of the conservation areas or in the 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, in either case the planning rules are much stricter than 

usual. Please contact the Planning Department at Wiltshire Council before you proceed with 

any work.  The whole area is very beautiful and it is why so many of us to choose to move 

here, however, it does mean that in order to preserve the rural feel of our communities and 

avoid creeping urbanization we all need to be aware of the planning rules that apply to ALL 

of us.  If you proceed without obtaining permission first you may find that you have to 

remove whatever you have built or installed and will at least have to go through a 

retrospective planning application. Much the same applies to tree works – if you wish to 

have work done on a tree or to get it removed in most cases you will need to give 

notification of those works.  Most local tree surgeons are very familiar with the rules and 

will be pleased to help you stay within them. 

Overgrown Hedges 

If your hedges border a road or footpath please can you make sure that they are not causing 

an obstruction.  Our roads and footpaths are narrow and we need all the space we can get! 

Wilcot Village Hall 

The Refurbishment Committee approached the Parish Council for a grant to assist in the 

provision of a disabled toilet and improvements to access.  This will be a second phase of 

the works already budgeted for and given the level of local support and donations already 

given to the project and the successful bids for Lottery Heritage and Community Area 

funding Councillors felt that this aspect of the project would be very worth while funding.  

To this effect we will make a grant of £1500 to the project, to be called for when needed. 

 
Wilcot War Memorial 
 
We have finally heard back from the War Memorial Fund and unfortunately they were not happy 

with our proposals for the repair to the base of the memorial.  We had taken guidance from our 

local stonemason on what would be the most appropriate method to replace the broken base 

stones and protect the memorial itself but the Fund felt that this was too invasive.  We have gone 

back to the stonemasons and asked them for a recommendation on an alternative approach.  We 

are very disappointed that the fund has taken 9 months to come back to us, following our initial 

funding bid  however, we will re-apply once the stone mason has given us his recommendations. 

 
For more information on any of the above please contact the Clerk:  
clerk@wilcotandhuish-pc.gov.uk   
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