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Welcome from the Chairman 

As the regular annual meeting last spring was cancelled, I thought I would take this opportunity to let you 

know that the parish council has continued to work for you despite the restrictions, and this is what we have 

achieved and tried to achieve during the last year!  

1. Lobbied Wiltshire Highways department for improvements to: 

a.Road surfacing and white line marking at Cross Hayes junction 

b.White line marking on Wilcot bridge 

c.Proper repairs to pot-holes on A345 

d.Hare Street repairs and the installation of a ford to deal with the winterbourne spring and  stream – sadly, 

Highways have refused to consider a ford, despite there having been one in the past. 

e.Worked with the Stowell Estate to protect the verges and improve parking by the canal on the 

Wilcot/Stowell road. 

f.Worked with the Parish Stewards to install additional reflectors at Bristow Bridge and on low level general 

maintenance, such as pothole patches, sign cleaning, road sweeping etc.  

2. Defibrillators: 

a.Maintained the four defibrillators located in our patch and owned by us on behalf of the community, this 

includes replacement for various parts and the weekly checking of their functionality. 

b.Established a capital review program to make sure the defibrillators can be replaced once they are obsolete. 

Look out for the new blue cabinets to be installed shortly! 

3. The Greensward in Oare 

a.Established that the Greensward is registered as common land for the benefit of everyone. 

b. Set up a sub-committee for the oversight of the Greensward, including the Chairman of the Village Hall 

Committee, the Headteacher of Oare School and interested local representatives, to ensure the sympathetic 

maintenance of the area, including its pond. Nominally called Frogs – see article elsewhere. 

4. Footpaths: 

a.Observed the footpaths in the area and requested remedial action when footpaths are overgrown or 

otherwise inaccessible. 

b.Began the process of adopting commonly used footpaths that are not currently included on the definitive 

map. 

5. Retaining wall in Oare:  

A number of residents reported their concerns about the structural integrity of the retaining wall, and we 

invited a Wiltshire Council structural engineer to check the wall. He has done so and assured us that the wall is 

safe and has a concrete wall behind it to provide much greater strength than just a brick wall would do. 

6. Oare School:  

We were very pleased to work with some of the pupils of Oare School to create the two “thank you to key 

workers” posters, currently displayed in Oare. 

7. Pewsey Community Area Partnership PCAP:  

We work closely with PCAP on issues that affect us in the wider area.  For example, Wiltshire Council’s recent 

attempt to foist the cost of local elections on to Parish Councils, something they promised they would never 

do, and which would have meant a rise in your Precept without Wiltshire Council refunding the tax take from 

your council tax. This was successfully laid to rest (at least for the time being) by the cooperative action of 

many Parish Councils working together, with a fair number of County Councillors, including our own, also 

protesting about this move.  
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We cannot claim success in every area; we have no control over how, when or why Wiltshire Council chooses 

to undertake (or not undertake) road repairs and maintenance. However, with the support of our local County 

Councillor, Paul Oatway, we do make our voice heard. Footpaths are a perennial issue, vegetation grows, 

styles and gates age, so please do report any issues you have to the Clerk, and we will liaise with the relevant 

landowner to ask for suitable action to be take. 

Councillor Dee Nix 

Elections – 6th May  

Parish Council elections will be held on 6th May, 

concurrently with Wiltshire Council and Police and 

Crime Commissioner elections. Anybody who would 

like to stand for Wilcot, Huish and Oare Parish 

Council will need to submit a nomination form 

available from 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/elections-town-parish  

 

It is important that sufficient residents come 

forward to enable a parish council to be formed. 

There are nine seats, and currently there are four 

councillors from Wilcot, one from Huish and one 

from Oare; the remaining three seats have been 

vacant for a few years and ideally a full complement 

would be in place to start the start the new ‘civil 

year’ in May. In relation to size of settlement, Oare 

is currently under-represented, so nominees from 

Oare would be especially welcome. 

 

Feel free to contact the Clerk with any queries. 

 

Census 

 All households will receive packs between 3rd and 

13th March with details of how to take part in the 

National Census. The pack will include an access 

code for online submissions and instructions how to 

order a paper form for those who are unable or 

would prefer not to do it online. Assistance with 

completing the census is also available from some 

Wiltshire libraries, the closest for this parish being 

Devizes Library, Sheep Street, SN10 1DL. Tel 01380 

826190 

Email: libraryenquiries@wiltshire.gov.uk 

 

Community Speedwatch 

Both Wilcot and Oare qualified for Speedwatch 

some years ago but the success of the scheme 

depends on volunteers to man the speed guns! A 

coordinator for the Wilcot team is required to 

replace Richard Fleet, who would like to step down 

after more than ten years providing sterling service 

on this front. Anybody interested in joining the 

teams of volunteers should contact the Clerk 

Forthcoming roadworks: 

Carriageway repair works are programmed on A345 

Oare to Clench Common ahead of surface dressing 

works later in the spring. The works will take place 

from Monday 15th March 2021 and will be 

completed on Saturday 20th March 2021 between 

the hours of 19:00 and 06:00. However, on 

occasions, works may over run due to uncontrollable 

circumstances such as plant breakdowns, 

unfavourable weather conditions or occasionally the 

need for additional repairs is discovered once the 

work has started.  There will be advance information 

signs erected on site giving confirmed start dates.  

Please note that road markings will be replaced on 

completion of the surface dressing works. 

 

Greensward – FROGS  

A committee has been formed to oversee the piece 

of common land in Oare known as the Greensward. 

The committee is currently arranging for the gate 

posts and fence to be replaced and for a dead elm 

tree to be felled. It is likely that extra help will be 

needed in the late summer/early autumn to tidy up 

the pond; if you are interested, please do contact 

the Clerk in good time. We thought Friends Of the 

Greensward – FROGS – might be a good name for a 

working party…..comments, anyone?! 

 
Covid-19 support contacts 

Wilcot: If anybody has stepped in already, or would 

like to take the lead in Wilcot, please contact the 

Clerk. 

Oare: Jon Ford – 01672 564964 jon.ford@me.com 

Huish: Dawn Wilson – 01672 563917 
dawn.wilson@wilcotandhuish-pc.gov.uk 
 
Your Parish Council 
Chair:  Dee Nix   
Vice Chair:  Dawn Wilson 
Any communication should be addressed to the  
Clerk: Ruth Kinderman  
clerk@wilcotandhuish-pc.gov.uk 
2 Little Woodborough, Woodborough, Pewsey, 
Wiltshire, SN9 5PL 
01672 851757 
www.wilcotandhuish-pc.gov.uk 
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