
 

 

 

 

 

Oare Village History Meeting – Open Invitation 

The Parish Council would like to extend an invitation to all residents of the 

Parish for a History Meeting on the 21st of October at 5pm in Oare Village Hall. 

The focus of the meeting will be on Oare and Huish and their surrounding area.  

Many of us are aware of the very interesting history of Oare, and also some of 

the folk law that accompanies this history.  Even given the sterling work done 

by previous residents there are many anecdotes and memories held by current 

residents that are extremely interesting and we felt that it was important to 

capture these memories before they disappear.  We hope to work with 

residents to collect oral history, photographs, written information and pictures 

about Oare and Huish, collating the information and presenting it in a variety 

of ways so that it can be shared locally and in the wider area. The meeting on 

the 21st is an introduction to the project but we would be happy to collect 

information on the day.  We are very lucky to have secured the services of 

Richard Giles from the Pewsey Heritage Centre who will give us a presentation 

on the Pewsey Poor House. Richard’s presentations are extremely popular 

being both informative and witty and provide extensive local knowledge from 

a resident whose family have lived in the area for many generations. If you 

would like to send us material a few days before the meeting we will be happy 

to include it in the displays. Volunteers who can help with collation of 

recordings and materials shared would be most welcome, on the day or as part 

of the project in the future. Light refreshments will be provided. This project is 

funded by the Parish Council, for and on behalf of the community. Contact 

details for materials are Dee Nix for Oare at dee.nix@wilcotandhuish-pc.gov.uk 

and Dawn Wilson for Huish dawn.wilson@wilcotandhuish-pc.gv.uk. 

A similar project is being undertaken by Wilcot Village Hall committee as part 

of their Heritage Lottery Funding (see below), and they have kindly agreed to 

support us as part of this work.  
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Wilcot Village Hall 

Much of Wilcot Village Hall has been out of commission since part of the 
ceiling collapsed in the main hall. The good news is that in recent months 
significant progress has been made in putting that right. Generous 
contributions from local residents have already raised over £9000 and our local 
Pewsey Area Board has supported the project with a grant of almost £5000. A 
major breakthrough was to win a grant of £45000 from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. This was successful because of heritage aspects of the hall, its role in the 
village and support shown by residents. Work can now begin later this year in 
restoring ceilings, windows, floors, lighting and heating, with the aim of 
returning the hall to full use in the spring. This is only the first phase and 
further fundraising efforts will go toward refurbishing the toilets and kitchen.  
 
Oare Church to Rudge Lane footpath improvement 
The footpath from Rudge Lane to the Church has been widened and re-surfaced to 
allow it to be used by the children from Oare school when they attend church services 
rather than them using the un-pavemented section of the A345.  This project was 
completed with the kind permission of Oare House Estate and under taken by the 
Parish Council for the benefit of local residents and the school. 
 
Village Gates update 
Village Gates have been installed at the South end of Oare. We hope that these will 
heighten awareness of the 30 mile an hour restriction through the village for non-
locals and serve as a reminder to locals that the speed limit applies to everyone. 
 
Improvements to the Canal parking in Wilcot 
This project is still live and pending the availability of help from the Stowell Estate. 
 
Wilcot War Memorial 
We are still awaiting a response from the War Memorials Trust, regarding our 
application for a grant for the Memorials renovation. The Trust has a large backlog of 
applications and we have been assured that our application will be considered.  
 
For more information on any of the above please contact the Clerk:  
clerk@wilcotandhuish-pc.gov.uk   
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