
Consecration of the new Church at Oare [September 1858] 

On Thursday last the Lord Bishop of Salisbury consecrated a Chapel of Ease (called Trinity 

Church) at Oare, in the Parish of Wilcot. The day will be long remembered by the inhabitants 

of the little hamlet. The weather was all that could be wished; and a large party were present 

to join in the interesting service. Oare House, the residence of Edward Goodman Esq., was 

open to all comers; and there the Bishop was met by a large body of the clergy from the 

district., as well as some from a considerable distance. Aong them were the Archdeacons 

Macdonald and Tony, the Rev. Dr. Pears and the Rev. Messrs. Smelt (Vicar of the Parish), 

Lear, Stanton, Tuffnell, Ward, Nicholson, Williams, Sladen, Savage, Crook, Bradford, 

Everett, Evered, Nicholson, Bucherfield, Hall, Inman, Penruddocke, Llewellyn. There were 

also present Mrs. and Miss Rogers, Miss Gore, Admiral James Montague, Colonel, Mrs. and 

three Misses Pears, Mrs., two Misses and Mr,. A. Penrnddocke, Mrs. Goodman, sen., Mrs 

Merriman, Mr and Mrs. W. C. Merriman, Mr. G. Merriman, Mrs. and Miss Stanton, Mrs. 

Ward, three Misses Williams, Mrs Evered, Mrs. Nicholson, Miss Hortchard, Miss Wilson, 

Miss Goodman, Miss. M. Goodman, Mrs. Francis, Miss Tbring, Mr., Mrs., and two Misses 

Tanner, Mr. Tenton, &c. &c. &c. 

The ladies, who assembled at once in the Church, were so numerous as to fill all the sittings 

with the exception of those reserved for the clergy. 

The Bishop preached in his usual impressive and affectionate manner. And after the 

administration of the Lord’s Supper, proceeded to the consecration of the burial ground. After 

the conclusion of the service upwards of a hundred of the company adjourned to Oare House, 

and thence through the old fashioned well-kept terraced garden to a tent in which a plentiful 

and handsome luncheon was prepared. At the conclusion of the meal the Bishop proposed the 

health of Mr. Goodman, of whose hospitality the company were partakers; and, in a speech 

very gratifying to the feelings of those most deeply interested in the event of the day, alluded 

to the circumstances under which the church had been built, and the great need of it, which he 

himself perceived. His Lordship, who slept at Wilcot Vicarage the night before, was sellable 

to judge of the inconvenience of the two miles distance, as in spite of the great heat he had 

wiled to Oare. Mr. Goodman thanked his Lordship and the Company for their kindness; and 

then all left the tent. The garden was very gay with parties seated or standing in shady spots, 

till the afternoon service. The greater part of the distant visitors had by that time (1/4 past 4) 

returned to their homes; but the little church was filled to overflowing with the people of 

Oare, for whom the church was built. The Rev. S.A. Pears, D.D., Head Master of Bepton 

School, preached an impressive sermon; and one which touched every heart in the sketch he 

gave of the character of the late owner of Oare House and Vicar of Wilcot, Maurice Hillier 

Goodman. He told the people what he was, and how much he loved them; and how earnestly 

he longed for their souls' good. He told them that it was his desire for many years that they 

should've a church and pastor of their own, in order that the sound of the Gospel should each 

their homes and hearths. He then, like one who knew from experience, the truth of all he said 

spoke of the work their pastor would have to do among them, the doctrines he must preach, 

the warnings, encouragements, comforts, and privileges, he must bring before them from 

God's Holy Word. His text was the 3rd verse of he 1st chapter of Ephesians. All were deeply 

attentive; and all seemed impressed with a sense of the blessing conferred on them. Their 

bodily comfort had not been forgotten in the arrangements for the happy day; for every one in 

the hamlet, above 12 years of age, had a good dinner of meat, bread, beer, given to them at 

their homes, and the children a feast of plum pudding in the school-room. 



The Church is built on the west side of the road leading from Pewsey to Marlborough, in a 

piece of meadow, given by Edward Goodman, esq., and enclosed with a substantial brick 

wall, for a burial ground. It is a pretty specimen of Norman Architecture, carefully executed 

in brick of various colours - outside red, interspersed with blue, inside red and white, without 

any plaister. The small windows in the apse are filled with good stained glass, from Messrs. 

Powell, of Whitefriars, London. We think the design is worthy of the already well-known 

architect, Mr. Tenlon, of Craig's Court, Charing Cross; and the execution does a great credit 

to Mr. Mitchell of Pewsey. The cost of the Church has been about £1,100, including complete 

fitting of all kinds. A repair find of £100 is secured; and it is hoped also a sufficient fund for 

he necessary annual expenses of the service. The widow of the late Vicar - in memory of him, 

and for the glory of God, and the good of his beloved people - having collected the necessary 

funds from many contributors - chiefly his personal friends, - and obtained a grant of £100 

from the Incorporated Church Building Society, and £100 from the Salisbury Diocesan 

Church Building Association, has settled an endowment of £30 a year of the Vicarage of 

Wilcot, to assist in providing a stipend for and assistant curate to reside in the hamlet of Oare. 

The collections after the services (in aid of the building fund) amounted to £48 15s 5d. 
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