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Hermione Angela Rogers 

Did you see “The Crimson Field” on the BBC in 2014?  In Oare the name of Hermione 

Angela Rogers from a family who resided at Rainscombe Park is listed as serving in the VAD.  

The Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) was a voluntary organisation providing field nursing 

services. They operated mainly in hospitals, in the UK and various other countries in 

the British Empire. The organisation's important periods of operation were during World War 

I and World War II. 

Founded in 1909 with the help of the Red Cross and Order of St. John, by the summer of 

1914 there were over 2,500 Voluntary Aid Detachments in Britain. Each individual volunteer 

was called a detachment, or simply a VAD. Of the 74,000 VADs in 1914, two-thirds were 

women and girls. 

At the outbreak of the First World War VADs eagerly offered 

their service to the war effort. The British Red Cross was 

reluctant to allow civilian women a role in overseas hospitals: 

most VADs were of the middle and upper classes and 

unaccustomed to hardship and traditional hospital discipline. 

Military authorities would not accept VADs at the front line. 

Katharine Furse, founder of the English Voluntary Aid 

Detachment (VAD) force and the daughter of the poet and 

critic John Addington Symonds, took two VADs to France in 

October 1914, restricting them to serve as canteen workers and 

cooks. Caught under fire in a sudden battle the VADs were 

pressed into emergency hospital service and acquitted 

themselves well. The growing shortage of trained nurses opened 

the door for VADs in overseas military hospitals. Furse was appointed Commander-in-Chief 

of the VAD and restrictions were removed. Female volunteers over the age of twenty-three 

and with more than three months' hospital experience were accepted for overseas service. 

This brave young lady from Oare died at sea near Alexandria on her way to Egypt when her 

ship either hit a mine or was sunk by enemy action.  The memorial reads 

 “Hermione Angela elder daughter of Francis Edward Newman and Louisa Rogers of 

Rainscombe. Nursing member of the 14th VAD Wiltshire who served in the Great War from 

August 1914 to 31 December 1917. Lost at sea off Alexandria through enemy action when 

proceeding to duty in Egypt aged 22 years. I have fought the good fight. I have finished my 

course”. 

The records are not entirely clear (see below) on what actually happened but what is clear is 

that she signed up in August 1914 and was killed in December 1917 at the tender age of 22.  

What she saw and experienced during those years of service cannot be imagined. 

The following appeared in The British Journal of Nursing Feb 9th 1918 
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“OUR ROLL OF HONOUR. 

In the Officers’ Casualty Lists published on February 4th-6th [1918], the ollowing notices 

appear :- 

ACCIDENTALLY DROWNED. 

 

NURSING SERVICE. 

 

Compton, Sister F. D., Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 

Tindall, Sister F., Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 

Welfofd, Sister A., Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 

Faithfull, Miss F. M., V.A.D. 

 

DROWNED 

 

Roberts, Staff Nurse M. D., Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 

Ball, Miss C., V.A.D. 

Brown, Miss W. M., V.A.D. 

Bytheway, Miss G., V.A.D. 

Duncanson, Miss V., V.A.D. 

Hawley, Miss N., Special Military Probationer. 

Midwood, Miss L., V.A.D. 

Rogers, Miss H., V.A.D. 

The most distressing tragedy of these deaths emphasises the risks continually taken, with 

the utmost courage and coolness, by the members of the various Nursing Services, who well 

know that they go at the peril of their lives, whether on hospital ships or on transports in the 

seas sown with mines and infested with submarines. Nevertheless, not a Sister but thinks it 

an honour to brave the peril to place her skilled help at the service of our sick and wounded 

men, and when death confronts her she meets it With unflinching courage.” 

The two ships sunk in the Eastern Mediterranean were the transport Aragon, which was 

torpedoed and the Osmawieh, which was sunk by a mine the following day on the same 

spot. There were 40 or 50 Sisters on the Aragon, who were all saved, Captain Bateman 

giving the order, “ Women first.” In fifteen minutes the transport had disappeared. Many of 

the men on board were picked up by the destroyer accompanying her only to be torpedoed 

once again. One survivor relates how four nurses pulled him over the side of the trawler to 

which they had been transferred from the life-boat, but for their help he would have fallen 

back into the water. 

The loss of life amongst the nurses occurred on the following day, when the Osmawieh was 

mined. All the nurses-forty to fifty-were thrown into the water, and eight of them, 

unhappily, were drowned. As the disaster occurred near to land they were taken to the 

mortuary of a hospital on shore, where we may be sure that every honour and respect 

which could be accorded them was paid to them.  

“The members of the nursing profession to whose traditions they were faithful unto death 

will assuredly ever honour their memory and strive to follow their example.” 
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Hermione’s name also appears on a memorial at Grassendale School along with Enid 

Margaret Kentish and Cicely Margaret Gwyn Elger.  

Other famous names who also served as VAD are Agatha Christie, 

British author who briefly details her VAD experiences in her 

posthumously published Autobiography and Amelia Earhart, the 

American aviation pioneer. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Sources – Wikipedia, British Journal of Nursing archive and the Oare War Memorial) 
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Grassendale Memorial image from 

warmemorialonline. 
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See Roll of Honour excerpt on next page. 

In honour of this amazing young lady I have sponsored a tree as part of the Centenary 

Woods Project 

In England's Centenary Wood at Langley Vale Wood there stands a tree dedicated to 
Hermione Angela Rogers 
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