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Norman Edward Waite  

[Not related to James Waite also listed on the War Memorial in Oare.] 

Norman Waite (pictured above) moved to 

Rosary, Rudge Lane on Oare in 1901 with his 

family when he was 4* years old. He attended 

Oare School until 14 years and then left and 

went into service as a footman at Rainscombe 

Park. 

The day after war was declared Norman went 

with his friends on the train to London to 

volunteer aged only 17 years. 

Norman’s friends from Oare were Teddy Gale 

and Albert Hiscock.  Both were killed at Ypres in 

1915 and their remains were never found. 

It is believed that Norman was injured on 31 

August 1918 during the second battle of the 

Somme.  He died from his wounds while waiting 

for transport back to England on September 3rd 

1918 and he was 21* years old. 

 

 

[details above from a document left at Oare Church] 

*It appears that the writer of this piece believed Norman was born in 1897 when he was in 

fact born in 1899, so he would have been 2 years old when the family moved to Oare in 

1901.  The date of this move is also unclear.  

His “friend” Albert Hiscock joined the Grenadier Guards in 1909 aged 18 yrs when Norman 

would have been 10 yrs old, so the details in the second paragraph may also be unclear. 

Albert embarked from Dover on October 1914 with the British Expeditionary Force for 

Belgium and was killed at Ypres in 1914. The same day as a William Gale also a Grenadier 

Guard killed the same day, aged 24 yrs, and commemorated on the Menin Gate at Ypres 

Finally Norman was in fact only 19 years old when he died. 
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HEILLY STATION CEMETERY, MERICOURT-L'ABBE 

History Information 

The 36th Casualty Clearing Station was at Heilly from April 1916. It was joined in May by the 

38th, and in July by the 2/2nd London, but these hospitals had all moved on by early June 

1917. The cemetery was begun in May 1916 and was used by the three medical units until 

April 1917. From March to May 1918, it was used by Australian units, and in the early 

autumn for further hospital burials when the 20th Casualty Clearing Station was there briefly 

in August and September 1918. The last burial was made in May 1919. There are now 2,890 

Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated in this 

cemetery. Only 12 of the burials are unidentified and special memorials are erected to 21 

casualties whose graves in the cemetery could not be exactly located. The cemetery also 

contains 83 German graves. The burials in this cemetery were carried out under extreme 

pressure and many of the graves are either too close together to be marked individually, or 

they contain multiple burials. Some headstones carry as many as three sets of casualty 

details, and in these cases, regimental badges have had to be omitted. Instead, these 

badges, 117 in all, have been carved on a cloister wall on the north side of the cemetery. 

The cemetery was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens 

Listing on the Wiltshire Soldier Website. 

 

 

 

Further documents listed with War  Graves Commission: 
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